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W ha t  is  Is la m ?
5 Fa t e  a n d  D iv in e  D e c r e e  :  A  M u s lim  be lie v e s in  D iv in e

De c re e w h ic h r e la t e s t o  t he  u lt im a t e  p o w e r  o f  A lla h 1t  m e a n s

The  w o rd Is la m is a n  A ra b ic  o n e  m e a n in g pe a c e  a n d s u b m is
A lla h is t h e  Om n is c ie n c e Om n ip o t e n t a n d O m n ip r e se n t He

s io n A pract i ci ng M u s lim  st r iv e s t o  s u b m it  w ho le he a r te d ly t o  
ha s k n o w le dge  a n d p o w e r  t o  e x e c u te  His  p la n s A lla h is  n o t  

Go d t he re by  a c hie v in g pe a c e  in  t h is life  a s w e tl a s in  t he  a f t e r
d if fe r e n t  t o  t h is w o r ld A lla h is t he  W ise Ju s t a n d Lo v in g a n d

life M o ha m m e da n is m is a  m is n o m e r fo r  Is la m  a n d o f fe n d s  its  
w ha t e v e r  He  d o e s ha s w is d o m  t ho u g h w e  m a y  s o m e t im e s  fa i l

v e ry  s p i r it
To  fu lly u n d e rs ta n d it

Is la m  is  a  re lig io n  b a s e d o n  r e v e la t io n  t ha t  b e lie v e s in  t he  
6 Re s u r r e c t io n  :  Th e  fo llo w in g v e rs e  e x p la in s  t he  s ig n ifi c a n c e

O n e  Go d a n d t he  g u id a n c e  r e v e a le d by Go d t o  t he  p ro phe t s
o f  b e lie v in g in  t he  pri nci pl es o f  f a ith in c lu d in g the  La s t  Day :

The  p r o p he t s  o f  Is la m  in c lu d e  o n e s s u c h a s A b r a ha m M o s e s l l  is  n o t  r rgh te o u s n e ss  t f?a t y o u  t u m  yo u r  lArc es  t o w a r  ds e a s t  o r

So lo m o n a n d Je s u s : h e n c e  1s la m is n o t  a  n e w  r e lig io n  b u t  t he  w es t ; b u t i l ìs r rg h t eo u sn e ss  t o  be lie v e  加 剧幻 h o n d  the  La s t  D a 》

f in a l c u lm in a t io n  a n d fu lf i llm e n t  o f  t h e  s a m e  b a s ic  t r u t h t h a t  a n d  ti re  An g e l$  a n d  the  ßo o k o n d  the  M e ss e n ge r *  t o  sp e n d  o f

(Qu r a n  3 : 8 4 )

W h a t  M u s l im s  Be l ie v e ?

1 O n e  G o d  :  M u s lim s be lie v e  in  t h e  O n e U n iq u e I n c o mpa

b le M e r c if u l Go d t he  So le  Cr e a t o r Su s t a in e r  a n d Che r is h e r  o f

t he  Un iv e r s e M u s lim s  p re fe r  t o  u se  t h e  A ra b ic  n a m e  fo r  Go d

lla h :  b e c a u se  it  ha s n o  p lu r a l fe m in in e  o r  d im in u t iv e  t ha t

c o u ld be  a s s o c ia t e d w it h id o la t r y  (I e Go ds g o d d e s s e s  o r

s e m i g o d s)

2 Th e  A n g e ls  :  M u s lim s be lie v e  t h a t  Alla h c r e a t e d t he  a n g e ls

s u c h t h a t  t he y c a n n o t  c o m m it  s in s a n d ha v e  n o  g e n d e r

3 Th e  P r o p h e t s  :  W it h t h e  be lie f  t ha t  A lla h se n t  His  mes s

g e r s a n d p r o p he t s  t o  a ll p e o p le M u s lim s fa it hfu lly  a c c e p t  Bib

c a l p r o p he t s  m e n t io n e d in  t he  Qu r a n  in c lu d in g Ad a m l s h

e l Isa a c M o se s Da v id a n d Je s u s  (pe a c e  be  u p o n  t h e m  a ll) A tl

p r o p h e t s w e r e  h u m a n  b e in g s like  u s  w h o a s c h o s e n  e x a m p le s

fo r  t he i r  p e o p le c o m m it t e d n o  g r a v e  s in M u s lim s a c c e p t  Je s u s

a s a  p r o p h e t be lie v e  in  h is v ir g in  b i r t h a n d re s pe c t  h im  v e ry

m u c h H is  n a m e  is  m e n t io n e d in  t h e  Qu r a n  a lm o s t  a  hu n d r e d

t im e s

4 Th e  Bo o k s  :  To  be lie v e  in  t he  Ho ly Bo o ks  o f  A lla h t ha t  w e re

s e n t  be fo re  a n d in  t h e  Qu r a n  a s t he  f in a l w o r d s  f ro m  A lla h is  a

p illa r  o f  t he  M u s lim s  fa it h The  Qu r a n  w a s re v e a le d t o  t he  la s t

p r o ph e t M u ha m m a d (p e a c e  be  u p o n  h im ) t h r o u g h t he  A r c h

a n g e l Ga b r ie l It  c o n f ir m e d a n d f in a liz e d a ll p r e v io u s r e ve

t io n s t h a t  w e re  se n t  t o  h u m a n k in d t h ro u g h A lla h7 m e sse n

g e r s Th e  Qu r  :  3n  is  a  m ira c le  in  m a n y  se n se s in c lu d in g t ha t  it s

m e a n in g s s t i ll a p p ly  in  m o de r n  t im e s a n d t h e  v e r s e s  o f  t he

Qu r a n  a re  n e v e r  fo u n d t o  c o n t r a d ic t  m o d e r n  s c ie n c e

tt re  n e e N  fo r  e  w a yfa r e c fo r  M o se  w ho  a s  o n d fo r  M e  ra n so m

o f  s la v e s  ; to  be  s te a dfa st  in  p r a ye r a n d p ra c t ic e  r eg u la r  c ha r ity ; to

f u lfiH t he  c o n t ra c t s w h ic h yo u  ha v e  m a d e  ; a n d to  b e  fir m  a n d 

t íe n A in  p a in  fo r s u ñe r in g } a n d a d w r s i ly  o n d  th ro u g o u f o l l  e

o ds  o f  p a n k Su ch a r e  l he  p eo p le  o f  t r u th t he  A /la h fe o Dn g 

(Qu r a n  2 :  177)

W h a t  a r e  t h e  Fiv e  P i l la r s  o f  Is la m ?

1 Sh a h a d a h (Te s t i m o n y )

The r e  a re  f rv e  p illa r s o f  Is la m t h e  f ir s t  be in g t he  d e c la ra t io n  o f

fa it h he  s ha ha d a h a  s im p le  fo r m u la  t h a t  a ll t he  fa it hf u l p

n o u n c e  : T h e r e  is n o  g o d b u t  A lla h a n d M u ha m m a d is  t he

M e s se n ge r  o f  A lla h Th e se  w o rd s  a re  to  b e  u t t e r e d w it h s in c e re

c o n v ic t io n  a n d u n de r  n o  c o e rc io n The  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th is  t es

m o n y  is  t he  b e lie f  t ha t  t he  o n ly  p u r p o s e  o f  life  is t o  se r v e  a n d

o b e y  Go d a n d t h is is  a c h ie v e d t h r o u g h fo llo w in g t he  e x a m p le

o f  Pro p he t  M u ha m m a d t h e  m e s se n ge r  t o  a ll h u m a n  be in g s

u n t il t he  Da y  o f  Ju dg m e n t

2 Sa la h (Fiv e  D a i ly  P r a y e r s )

Da i ly p ra ye r s a r e  o f fe re d f iv e  t im e s  a  d a y a s a  d u ty  t o w a r ds

A lla h Th e y  s t re n g t he n  a n d e n liv e n  t he  be lie f  in  A lla h a n d 

s p i re  m a n  t o  a  h ig he r  m o r a lit y The y p u r ify  t he  he a r t  a n d p

v e n t  te m p t a t io n  t o w a rd s w r o n g d o in g s  a n d e v i ls M a le  M

lim s a r e  g r e a t ly e n c o u ra ge d t o  pe r fo r m  t he ir  f iv e  da i ly p ra ye rs

in  t he  m o sq u e  in  c o n g re ga t io n Fe m a le  M u s lim s  a re  fr e e  t o

p ra y  w h e re  it  is m o s t  c o n v e n ie n t A m o sq u e in  its  m o st  b a s ic

f o r m is s im p ly a  c le a n  a r e a  de s ig n a t e d f o r  p ra ye rs M o sq u e s

t h r o u g ho u t  t he  w o r ld ha v e  t a ke n  o n  v a r io u s a r c h ite c t u ra l

fo r m s  re fle c t in g lo c a l c u lt u re s The y ra n ge  f r o m  de t a c he d 

v ilio n s in  Ch in a  a n d e la bo ra t e  c o u r tya r d s in  In d ia  t o  m a ss iv e

d o m e s in  Tu r ke y a n d g la ss  a n d s t e e l s t r u c t u r e s in  t he  Un ite d

St a t e s
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