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W ha t  is  Is la m ?
5 Fa t e  a n d  D iv in e  D e c r e e  :  A  M u s lim  be lie v e s in  D iv in e

De c re e w h ic h r e la t e s t o  t he  u lt im a t e  p o w e r  o f  A lla h 1t  m e a n s

The  w o rd Is la m is a n  A ra b ic  o n e  m e a n in g pe a c e  a n d s u b m is
A lla h is t h e  Om n is c ie n c e Om n ip o t e n t a n d O m n ip r e se n t He

s io n A pract i ci ng M u s lim  st r iv e s t o  s u b m it  w ho le he a r te d ly t o  
ha s k n o w le dge  a n d p o w e r  t o  e x e c u te  His  p la n s A lla h is  n o t  

Go d t he re by  a c hie v in g pe a c e  in  t h is life  a s w e tl a s in  t he  a f t e r
d if fe r e n t  t o  t h is w o r ld A lla h is t he  W ise Ju s t a n d Lo v in g a n d

life M o ha m m e da n is m is a  m is n o m e r fo r  Is la m  a n d o f fe n d s  its  
w ha t e v e r  He  d o e s ha s w is d o m  t ho u g h w e  m a y  s o m e t im e s  fa i l

v e ry  s p i r it
To  fu lly u n d e rs ta n d it

Is la m  is  a  re lig io n  b a s e d o n  r e v e la t io n  t ha t  b e lie v e s in  t he  
6 Re s u r r e c t io n  :  Th e  fo llo w in g v e rs e  e x p la in s  t he  s ig n ifi c a n c e

O n e  Go d a n d t he  g u id a n c e  r e v e a le d by Go d t o  t he  p ro phe t s
o f  b e lie v in g in  t he  pri nci pl es o f  f a ith in c lu d in g the  La s t  Day :

The  p r o p he t s  o f  Is la m  in c lu d e  o n e s s u c h a s A b r a ha m M o s e s l l  is  n o t  r rgh te o u s n e ss  t f?a t y o u  t u m  yo u r  lArc es  t o w a r  ds e a s t  o r

So lo m o n a n d Je s u s : h e n c e  1s la m is n o t  a  n e w  r e lig io n  b u t  t he  w es t ; b u t i l ìs r rg h t eo u sn e ss  t o  be lie v e  加 剧幻 h o n d  the  La s t  D a 》

f in a l c u lm in a t io n  a n d fu lf i llm e n t  o f  t h e  s a m e  b a s ic  t r u t h t h a t  a n d  ti re  An g e l$  a n d  the  ßo o k o n d  the  M e ss e n ge r *  t o  sp e n d  o f

(Qu r a n  3 : 8 4 )

W h a t  M u s l im s  Be l ie v e ?

1 O n e  G o d  :  M u s lim s be lie v e  in  t h e  O n e U n iq u e I n c o mpa

b le M e r c if u l Go d t he  So le  Cr e a t o r Su s t a in e r  a n d Che r is h e r  o f

t he  Un iv e r s e M u s lim s  p re fe r  t o  u se  t h e  A ra b ic  n a m e  fo r  Go d

lla h :  b e c a u se  it  ha s n o  p lu r a l fe m in in e  o r  d im in u t iv e  t ha t

c o u ld be  a s s o c ia t e d w it h id o la t r y  (I e Go ds g o d d e s s e s  o r

s e m i g o d s)

2 Th e  A n g e ls  :  M u s lim s be lie v e  t h a t  Alla h c r e a t e d t he  a n g e ls

s u c h t h a t  t he y c a n n o t  c o m m it  s in s a n d ha v e  n o  g e n d e r

3 Th e  P r o p h e t s  :  W it h t h e  be lie f  t ha t  A lla h se n t  His  mes s

g e r s a n d p r o p he t s  t o  a ll p e o p le M u s lim s fa it hfu lly  a c c e p t  Bib

c a l p r o p he t s  m e n t io n e d in  t he  Qu r a n  in c lu d in g Ad a m l s h

e l Isa a c M o se s Da v id a n d Je s u s  (pe a c e  be  u p o n  t h e m  a ll) A tl

p r o p h e t s w e r e  h u m a n  b e in g s like  u s  w h o a s c h o s e n  e x a m p le s

fo r  t he i r  p e o p le c o m m it t e d n o  g r a v e  s in M u s lim s a c c e p t  Je s u s

a s a  p r o p h e t be lie v e  in  h is v ir g in  b i r t h a n d re s pe c t  h im  v e ry

m u c h H is  n a m e  is  m e n t io n e d in  t h e  Qu r a n  a lm o s t  a  hu n d r e d

t im e s

4 Th e  Bo o k s  :  To  be lie v e  in  t he  Ho ly Bo o ks  o f  A lla h t ha t  w e re

s e n t  be fo re  a n d in  t h e  Qu r a n  a s t he  f in a l w o r d s  f ro m  A lla h is  a

p illa r  o f  t he  M u s lim s  fa it h The  Qu r a n  w a s re v e a le d t o  t he  la s t

p r o ph e t M u ha m m a d (p e a c e  be  u p o n  h im ) t h r o u g h t he  A r c h

a n g e l Ga b r ie l It  c o n f ir m e d a n d f in a liz e d a ll p r e v io u s r e ve

t io n s t h a t  w e re  se n t  t o  h u m a n k in d t h ro u g h A lla h7 m e sse n

g e r s Th e  Qu r  :  3n  is  a  m ira c le  in  m a n y  se n se s in c lu d in g t ha t  it s

m e a n in g s s t i ll a p p ly  in  m o de r n  t im e s a n d t h e  v e r s e s  o f  t he

Qu r a n  a re  n e v e r  fo u n d t o  c o n t r a d ic t  m o d e r n  s c ie n c e

tt re  n e e N  fo r  e  w a yfa r e c fo r  M o se  w ho  a s  o n d fo r  M e  ra n so m

o f  s la v e s  ; to  be  s te a dfa st  in  p r a ye r a n d p ra c t ic e  r eg u la r  c ha r ity ; to

f u lfiH t he  c o n t ra c t s w h ic h yo u  ha v e  m a d e  ; a n d to  b e  fir m  a n d 

t íe n A in  p a in  fo r s u ñe r in g } a n d a d w r s i ly  o n d  th ro u g o u f o l l  e

o ds  o f  p a n k Su ch a r e  l he  p eo p le  o f  t r u th t he  A /la h fe o Dn g 

(Qu r a n  2 :  177)

W h a t  a r e  t h e  Fiv e  P i l la r s  o f  Is la m ?

1 Sh a h a d a h (Te s t i m o n y )

The r e  a re  f rv e  p illa r s o f  Is la m t h e  f ir s t  be in g t he  d e c la ra t io n  o f

fa it h he  s ha ha d a h a  s im p le  fo r m u la  t h a t  a ll t he  fa it hf u l p

n o u n c e  : T h e r e  is n o  g o d b u t  A lla h a n d M u ha m m a d is  t he

M e s se n ge r  o f  A lla h Th e se  w o rd s  a re  to  b e  u t t e r e d w it h s in c e re

c o n v ic t io n  a n d u n de r  n o  c o e rc io n The  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th is  t es

m o n y  is  t he  b e lie f  t ha t  t he  o n ly  p u r p o s e  o f  life  is t o  se r v e  a n d

o b e y  Go d a n d t h is is  a c h ie v e d t h r o u g h fo llo w in g t he  e x a m p le

o f  Pro p he t  M u ha m m a d t h e  m e s se n ge r  t o  a ll h u m a n  be in g s

u n t il t he  Da y  o f  Ju dg m e n t

2 Sa la h (Fiv e  D a i ly  P r a y e r s )

Da i ly p ra ye r s a r e  o f fe re d f iv e  t im e s  a  d a y a s a  d u ty  t o w a r ds

A lla h Th e y  s t re n g t he n  a n d e n liv e n  t he  be lie f  in  A lla h a n d 

s p i re  m a n  t o  a  h ig he r  m o r a lit y The y p u r ify  t he  he a r t  a n d p

v e n t  te m p t a t io n  t o w a rd s w r o n g d o in g s  a n d e v i ls M a le  M

lim s a r e  g r e a t ly e n c o u ra ge d t o  pe r fo r m  t he ir  f iv e  da i ly p ra ye rs

in  t he  m o sq u e  in  c o n g re ga t io n Fe m a le  M u s lim s  a re  fr e e  t o

p ra y  w h e re  it  is m o s t  c o n v e n ie n t A m o sq u e in  its  m o st  b a s ic

f o r m is s im p ly a  c le a n  a r e a  de s ig n a t e d f o r  p ra ye rs M o sq u e s

t h r o u g ho u t  t he  w o r ld ha v e  t a ke n  o n  v a r io u s a r c h ite c t u ra l

fo r m s  re fle c t in g lo c a l c u lt u re s The y ra n ge  f r o m  de t a c he d 

v ilio n s in  Ch in a  a n d e la bo ra t e  c o u r tya r d s in  In d ia  t o  m a ss iv e

d o m e s in  Tu r ke y a n d g la ss  a n d s t e e l s t r u c t u r e s in  t he  Un ite d

St a t e s
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3 Sa w m  (Fa s t in g )

M u s lim s ke e p Ra m a d a n t he  fa s t in g m o n t h n o t  o n ly  by  

s ta in in g f r o m  fo o d d r i n k a n d m a r ita l in t e r c o u r se  f r o m  da w n  t o

s u n s e t b u t a ls o f r o m  e v i l in t e n t io n s a n d de  ir e s [t  t e a c he s lo v e

s in c e r ity a n d d e v o t io n 1t  d e v e lo p s  a  s o u n d s o c ia l c o n s c ie n c e

p a t ie n c e u n se lfi s h n e ss a n d w il l p o w e r 1t  a lso  he lp s  t he

w e a lt hy t o  u n de r st a n d t he  d if f ic u lt ie s o f  t h o s e  w h o s u f fe r f r o m

h u n g e r

4 Z a k a h (p u r if 1c a t io n  o f  W e a lt h )

Is la m ic  w o r s h ip  is  n o t  lim ite d t o  t he  s p ir it u a l re a lm  a lo n e Ma

r ia l o b lig a t io n s  a p p ly  t o  t ho se  w ho  c a n  a f f o rd it Za ka h is t he

a n n u a l p ay m e n t  o f  2 5%  o f  o n e s n e t  s a v in g s  a n d c o m m e r c ia l

a s s e t s  h e ld f o r  a  y e a r  a s  a  re lig io u s  d u ty  a n d a  p u r if rc a t io n  o f

o n e 7 w e a lt h T he s u m  is  t o  be  s pe n t d ir e c t [y  o n  p o o r e r  se c t io n s

o f  t h e  c o m m u n ity M u s lim s  a r e  r e q u ir e d t o  he lp  t h e  p o o r

p ha n s a n d t he  n e e dy  by  p r o v id in g t he m  w it h a t  le a s t  a  f ix e d

a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  in  o r de r  t o  fa c i lit a t e  t h e ir  liv e s  in  a n  a t t e m p t

t o  g e t  r id o f  in e q u a l ity Is la m  a lw a y s  e n c o u r a g e s M u s lim s  t o

s ha re  t h e ir  m a te r ia l o p p o r t u n it ie s  w it h t h o se  le s s  fo r t u n a t e

H o w e v e r t he  m in im u m  o f  t h is  s ha r in g is  t o  g iv e  za ka h

s H a il  fp i lg r i m a g e  t o  M e c c a )

T h is  d u ty  is  t o  b e  p e r fo r m e d o n c e  in  a  life t im e  if  o n e  c a n  a f fo rd

it f in a n c ia lly  a n d p hy s ic a lly O v e r t he  la s t  14 00 ye a r s t he  Is l

ic  m i ra c le  o f  re a l b r o t he r h o o d o f  a ll r a c e s a n d n a t io n s  h a s be e n

s e e n  in  a c t io n  a s  M u s lim s  g a t h e r  fo r  p i lg r im a g e Ha jj a n n u a l ly

in  t he  s a c re d c ity  o f  M e c c a  w he re  t he  Ho u s e  o f  A l la h t he

Ka ba h is  lo c a t e d A 5 t he  o n ly  p ilg r im a ge  s it e  a n d t he  d ir e c t io n

t o  b e  fa c e d fo r  t he  fi v e  da ily  p ra ye r s t he  Ka b a h a n  a n c ie n t

c u b ic  s h a p e d b u i ld in g d a t in g f ro m  A b r a ha m 7 t im e is  ci r c

a m b u la t e d n o w  by  a r o u n d t h r e e  m ill io n  M u s li m s in  w h ite

g o w n s  e a c h y e a r  d u r in g Ha jj

Sa lv a t io n  in  Is la m

In  is la m e v e ry  hu m a n  b e in g is b o r n  s in ïe ss  : t he r e  is  n o  o r ig in a l
s in Ea c h pe r s o n  is  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  h is  o w n  a c ts a n d n o  o n e
s ha ll be a r  t he  b u rde n  o f  o t he r s  (Qu r a n ó : 164 ) Ea c h p e r so n  is
in sp ir e d w it h t he  kn o w le dge  o f  A lla h a n d n a t u ra lly  in c lin e d
t o w a r d Is la m  be fo re  b i r th It  is  t he r e fo r e  o u r  re s p o n s ib i lity  t o

se e k t he  g u id a n c e  o f  Alla h a n d ke e p  o u r  he a r t s p u re  f r o m  c

r u p t io n A lla h is t he  j u d g e  o f  a ll a n d n o  o n e  ha s t he  r ig h t  to

f  g ra n t  sa lv a t io n  o r  d ic ta t e  p u n is h m e n t e x c e p t  H im

T h e  q u r
'
a n  :  T h e  Fi n a l Re v e la t io n

T he  Qu ea n  is  t he  sa c re d b o o k o f  M u s lim s w ho  be l ie v e  its  c

p le t e  t e x t  c a m e  t h r o u g h r e v e la t io n Ea c h w o r d o f  it  w a s 

v e a le d in  A ra b ic  by  A lla h (Go d ) t o  Pr o p he t  M u ha m m a d (pe a c e

b e  u p o n  h im ) t h r o u g h t he  A r c ha n g e l Ga b r ie l o v e r  a  s p a n  o f

t w e n t y t h re e  ye a r s  in  t he  7 t h c e n t u ry The  re v e la t io n  o f  t he

Qu r n  be g a n w he n  t he  Pr o p he t  w a s fo r ty ye a r s  o ld 1t  c o n s is t s

o f  a r o u n d 6 00  p a ge s 1 14  c ha p t e r s a n d 6 2 36 v e r se s The

le n g t h o f  c ha p t e r s  v a r ie s w it h t he  lo n g e s t  c ha p t e r  ha v in g 286

v e rse s w h ite  t he  s h o r te s t  o n e  ha s o n ly  t h re e

Giv e n  t ha t  t he  Pro p he t  w a s  a n  u n le t t e r e d m a n h is  e a r ly  f

lo w e r s e a g e r ly  m e m o r iz e d a n d r e c o r de d e a c h n e w  re v e la t io n

a s it  w a s re v e a le d By t he  t im e  t he  Pr o p he t  p a sse d a w a y t he

Q u r a n  ha d b e e n  c o m p le t e d a n d m a n y  h a d m e m o r iz e d its  

t ir e ty Wit h in  t w o  ye a rs  a fte r  t he  d e a t h o f  t he  Pr o phe t t he  fi r s t

c a lip h A b u  Ba k r c o m p ile d t he  Qu r b n  in t o  a  m a n u s c r ip t  w h ic h

be c a m e  t he  b a s is  fo r  t he  a u t ho r iz e d e d it io n s t ha t  w e r e  d i s tr

u t e d t o  e a c h M u s lim  p r o v in c e  d u r in g t he  r u le  o f  Ut h m a n t he

t hi r d c a lip h Re m a r ka bly a  fe w  o f  t ho se  e a r ly m a n u s c r ip t s ha v e

b e e n  p re se r v e d a n d c a n  s t il l be  v ie w e d in  m u s e u m s  t o day

Thu s t h e  Qu r a n 7 h is t o r ic a l aut hent i ci t y a n  be  v e r ifie d a n d it s

t e x t  ha s b e e n  s o  c a re fu lly p r e se r v e d t h a t  o n ly  o n e  a u t h o r iz e d

v e r s io n  (in  A ra b ic ) e x ist s
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v e r se  o f  t he  Qu r a n  t o  be  r e v e a le d  t o  Pr o p he t  M u ha m m a d w a s 

In  a d d it io n  to  it s be a u ty t he  Qu r a n  c o n ta in s  m a n y  v e r s e s

a  c o m m a n d Re a d in  t h e  n a m e  o f  yo u r  Lo rd t h e  Cr e a t o r :  
w h ic h a c c u ra t e ly  d e s c r ibe  n a t u ra l p he n o m e n o n  in  v a r io u s

W he r e a s e a r lie r  Sc r ip t u re s ha d be e n  w ri t te n  a n d pa sse d d o w n  
f re ld s  s u c h a s a s t r o n o m y g e o lo gy a n d e m b ryo lo gy Sc ie n t is t s

by e lit e  c i r c le s o f  p r ie s t s a n d s c r ibe s u s u a lly  lo n g a f te r  t he d e a t h ha v e  f o u n d it s  d e s c r ip t io n s  t o  be  in e x p lic a b ly v a lid fo r  a  b o o k

o f  t h e  r e lig io n s  fo u n d e r s u c h a  d i re c t iv e  t o  M u ha m m a d w h o da t in g f r o m  the  7 t h c e n t u ry Na t u r a lly t he re fo r e he  c o n f lic t

like  m o s t  pe o p le  o f  t he  t im e c o u ld n e it he r  re a d n o r  w r it e t ha t  e m e r g e d in  Eu r o p e  d u r in g t he  M id d le  Ag e s  b e t w e e n  fa it h

m a r ke d t he  b e g in n in g o f  a  n e w  a g e  in  h u m a n  c o m m u n ic a a n d r e a s o n re lig io n  a n d s c ie n c e n e v e r  a r o se  in  Is la m The

t io n l earni ng a n d d e v e lo p m e n t Co n se q u e n t ly M u s lim s  be Qu r a n  re pe a te d ly e n c o u ra g e s p e o p le  t o  r e fl e c t  a n d u se  t he i r

m e n t io n e d in  t h e  Qu r a n  : t he  To ra h o f  M o s e s Ps a lm s  o f  Da v id
in t e ll ig e n c e  in  m a n y v e r s e s Ev e n  t h o u g h it  is  n o t  a  sci ence

a n d t he  Go s pe ls  o f  Je s u s The  Qu r a n  a ls o  m e n t io n s Sc r o lls  o f  
t e x t b o o k it s  v e r s e s  d ir e c t  h u m a n s t o  r e f le c t  o n  t he  g lo ry  o f

A b ra ha m
Go d w h ile  h ig hlig h t in g t h e  w o n d e r s o f  n a t u re  o r  t he  le s s o n s o f

Sin c e  M o s e s c o n t e m p o r a r ie s w e re  e x c e lle n t  in  m a g ic  h is  

h is t o ry

m a 5o r  m ira c le  w a s to  d e fe a t  t he  be s t  m a g id a n s  o f  Egy p t  in  h is  M u s lim s  be lie v e  t ha t  it  is  a  liv in g  r e v e la t io n  fo r  a  m o d e r n  a g e

d a y Je s u s c o n t e m p o ra r ie s w e re  r e c o g n iz e d a s s k ilBf u l p hry s i w h ic h a llo w s  it  t o  r e v e a l its e lf  a f re s h w it h p a s s in g t im e Sin c e  it

c ia n s ; t he re fo r e h is  m i ra c le  w a s t o  c u re  in c u r a b le  d is e a se s The  is  a  v e r y  s pe c ia l m e s sa g e  » o m  t he  Cr e a t o r  t o  h u m a n it y o n e

A ra b s t he  c o n t e m p o ra r ie s  o f  Pr o p he t  M u h a m m a d w e r e  w ho  w o n d e r s  a b o u t  t he  p u r p o s e  o f  lik  a n d m e a n i n g o f  ex

k n o w n fo r t he i r e lo q u e n c e a n d m a g n if ic e n t  p o e t r y Accor di n t e n ce  w i ll f in d it  t o  be  a  g u id e  pa r  e x c e lle n c e Th e  o p e n in g

e q u iv a le n t  o f  w h ic h the  w ho le  le g io n  o f  A ra b p o e t s  a n d o r a
c ha p t e r  (a l Fa t iha h) w hic h is  d e sc r ibe d a s t h e  e s se n c e  o f  t he

t o r s  c o u ld n o t  p ro d u c e d e s p it e  t he  r e pe a t e d c ha lle n g e  f r o m  
Qu r a n r e a d s  :

t he  Qu r  : 3n  it s e lf  : A ll p ra is e  a n d t ha n ks  a r e  d u e  t o  Go d t he  Lo rd a n d Su s t a in e r  o f

y  i f  M e  w ho le  o f  m a n k in d w e r e  l o  g a th e r  t o g e the r  to  p r o a l l t he  w o r ld s M o st  G ra c io u s M o s t  M e r c ifu l M a s t e r  o f  t he  Da y

d u ce  the  1ike o f  th is  Qu r a n the y c o u ld n o t  p r o du c e  t he like  the re o 1 o :  Ju d g m e n t Yo u  a lo n e  d o  w e  w o r s hip Hn d Yo u  a  \ o n e  d o  w e

e v en i f tt rey ba c ked  u p e o c h o th e r  w fth h e lp a n d s u p o n (Q u r a n  a s k fo r  he lp Gu ide  u s  t o  t he  s t ra ig ht  w a y The  w a y  o f  t ho se

1 7  :  8 8 ) w ho m  Yo u  ha v e  f av o re d No t  t h o s e  w h o  d e se r v e  Yo u r  a n g e r

T he  Qu r a n  is  re v e r e d by  M u s lim s  a s b e in g Go d 7 fi n a l Sc r ip t u r e No r  o f  t ho s e  w ho  go  a s t ra y :

1t s  v e r s e s  a re  a n d h a v e  be e n  lo v in g ly  re c it e d m e m o r iæ d a n d

im p le m e n t e d  by M u s lim s o f  e v e ry  n a t io n a lity  e v e r  s in c e  it s  r

e la ti o n It  is  t he  v e r s e s o f  t he  Qu r a n  t ha t  M u s lim s  re a d d u r in g

t he i r  f iv e  d a ily  p r a ye r s Th e  fa it h f u l o n e s  a re  in s p i r e d c o n s o le d

1ig ra p h ic fo r m s w h ic h w e r e  m a in ly p r o d u c e d a n d pe r fe c t e d by

t he  O t to m a n  Tu r ks In  fa c t it  w a s  in  Ist a n b u l t h a t  t he  f r n e s t  c

lig ra p h ic  sc r ip t s w e r e  p ro d u c e d A fa m o u s sa y in g t he re f o r e

g o e s  :
' t h e  Qu r a n  w a s  r e v e a le d  i n  M e c ca r e a d  in  Egy p t  a n d

w r it t e n  in  ls t a n
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Th e  Qu r a n 7 m a in  m e ssa ge is t o  c a ll pe o p le  t o  t u m  t o  t he  So u r c e

o f  a ll be in g a n d t he  Giv e r  o f  life  a n d to  s e r v e  Him  w it h a  p u re

h e a r t f le e  o f  id o la t ry  o r  su pe r s t it io n ]t  r e je c ts  t he  c o n æ p  o f  s

v a t io n  o r  s p e c ia l p Dv ile ge  ba se d o n  ethni ci ty ra c e o r  c o lo r Spi

t u a i s a lv a t io n  is  to  be  a c hie v e d  by a n  a t te m p t  t o  m a ke  a m e n ds

f o r  o n e  : I  s in s  a n d a  s in c e re  in t e n ti o n  n o t  t o  re pe a t  o n e 7 m ist a ke s

in  t he  fu t u r e The r e  is n o  o f f ic ia l p r ie s t ho o d in  Is la m a n d t he

P r o p h e t  M u ha m m a d

(Pe a c e  b e  u p o n  H im )

i m a m is s im p ly  a  kn o w le dg e a b le  p raye r le a de r o n e 7 s in s n e e d 
W ho  i s  M u h a m m a d ?

o n ly be  c o n fe ss e d d ire c tly  t o  t he  Cr e a t o r :

In  570  A D a  c h ild w a s b o r n  t o  a  n o b le  fa m ily v ia  t he  p r o phe t ic
The  Qu r a n  p r e s e n t s it se lf  a s g u ida n c e f o r  m a n k in d a s  a  w h o le It  lin e a g e  o f  Ish m a e l s o n  o f  A b r a h a m in  M e c c a  o n  t he  A ra bia n

is  n o t fo r  a n y  pa r tic u la r  p e o p le p la c e o r  pe r io d in  t im e It  re la te s Pe n in s u la His  n a m e  w a s M u ha m m a d t he  p ra ise d o n e  : He  w a s

it s  a r g u m e n t s  t o  ba s ic  v a lu e s  o f  fa it h a n d e t h ic s  w h ile  a sse ss in g o r p h a n e d a t  a n  e a r ly a ge  ; h e n c e  he  u n d e rs t o o d t he  p lig ht  o f  

c e r ta in  e x pe r ie n c e s o f  n a t io n s in  h ist o ry It  d o e s  n o t  r e q u ire  
pha n s a n d t he  u n de r p r iv ile ge d M u ha m m a d g re w  t o  be  a

pe o p le  t o  be lie v e  b lin d ly a n d it  is a dd re sse d t o t ho se  w ho  a re  y o u n g m a n  w it h a n  o u t s ta n d in g c ha ra c te r Go d A lm igh ty  p

c o n s c io u s o f  Go d a n d th o se  w ho  u se  t h e ir re a so n  :  (Qu r n  30  : 24 ) t e c t e d h im f r o m  t h e  e v ils o f  t he  A ra b w ay  o f  life  s u c h a s d r in kin g
It  a sks  h u m a n s t o  t h in k a b o u t  t he m se lv e s a n d t he  e x ist e n c e  ; t he  a lc o ho l fo r n ic a t in g t he f t  e t c  He  w a s kn o w n  a s a l Am in t he

e a r th a n d m o u n t a in s  ; c lo u d s  a n d sky ; the  su n m o o n a n d p la n e t s  t r u s t w o r t hty fo r  pe o p le  e n t r u s te d him  w ith th e ir  v a lu a ble s Ev e n

in  t he ir o r b it $  a n d t he a lt e r n a  i o n s o f  n ig ht a n d day It a sks  u s t o  re  be fo re  Is la m M u ha m m a d w a s in t e r e s te d in  t he  p r o b le m s o f  h is

f le e t  u p o n  o u r o w n  life it a s ks  u s to  c o n t e m p la t e  o n  t he  se e d s  w e  s o c ie t y  a n d s o u g h t  t he  e st a b lis hm e n t  o f  v ir t u e  i n  t he  so c ie ty

s o w t he  w a t e r  w e  d r in k  t he  fo o d w e  e a ;  a n d a ll the  o the r in n u s u c h a s the  p re v e n t io n  o f  in ju st ice s  be in g p e r pe t ra t e d a ga in s t

m e ra b le  s ign s o f  c r e a ti o n Th ro u gh o u t ; the  Qu r a n  st r e sse s kn o w l fo re ig n t ra de rs

e dge  a n d re a so n  a s  t he  v a lid w a y  t o  f a ith a n d Godonsci ousness Pr o p he t ho o d

1t sa ys  : T n ly 1ho se o f t he se r w n t s o f Go d w ho  o sse  s n o w ledge a re  
A t  t he  a g e  o f  40 h e re c e iv e d his f ir s t  re v e [a t io n fr o m  A lïa h du r in g

tt re o n es w ho  t r ust andaw :  o f HM (Qu ea n  35 : 2 8) 
t he  n in t h m o n th o f  t he  lu n a r  c a le n da r Ra m a da n de liv e re d by

O v e ra ll t h e  Qu r a n  e n jo in s g o o d de e d s  a n d p r o h ib it s  e v il o n e s  t he  A rc ha n g e l Ga b r ie l Th e  f i r st  m e s sa g e  re v e a le d t o  him  w a s

by  in t r o d u c in g hu m a n s  t o  a  s t ra ig h t  w a y  a f  life It  a lso  p r o v ide s Re a d / re c ite  in  t he  n a m e  o f  yo u r  Lo rd W ho  c re a t e d yo u > He n c e

a n sw e r s  t o  s u c h ba s ic  e x ist e n t ia l q u e s t io n s a s t he  he re a f te r a n d Is la m t he  w a y  o f  life  M u ha m m a d w a s s e n t t o  t e a c h e m pha s iz e d

t he  m e a n in g o f  life It  o f fe r s  hu m a n s a  f ra m e w o r k fo r  t he i r  o w n  t he  a c q u is it io n  a n d t he  d iss e m in a t io n  o f  kn o w le dg e  s in c e  it s  

e x ist e n c e e n v iro n m e n t s o c ie t y a n d t he  w ho le  c re a t io n ce p t io n

O v e r a  p e r io d o f  t w e n ty t h re e ye a r s he  c o n t in u e d t o  r e c e iv e  r

e la t io n s This m e ssa ge  n a m e d t h e Qu r  :  ar  by  A lla h is a dd re sse d

to  a ll h u m a n ity a n d ha s a  b a s ic  m e ssa ge  ; b e lie f  in  t he  o n e n e s s  o f

A lla h t he  Cr e a t o r  ; H is  a n g e ls ; His M e s se n ge r s ; His Bo o ks ; The  Day



t o  a ba n do n  ido l w o r s h ip a n d t o  be c o m e  a  c o m m u n ity  o f
In t he  f i r st  t hir te e n ye a r s o f  h is p ro p he t ho o d he  in v ite d p e o p le

m o n o t he is t s The  f i rs t  be lie v e r  w a s t he  Pr o p he t s w ife Kh a

ja h w ho is re s pe c te d a s t he m o t he r o f  M u s lim s Un f or t u na

ly a s he  de liv e re d t h is m e ssa g e t he  M e c c a n s sa w  h im  a s a

da n ge r  t o  t he i r  w a y o f  life id o l w o r sh ip p in g As  he  c a lle d fo r

t he  r igh t s o f  t he  w e a k he  d re w  t he  a n ge r  a n d w r a t h o f  t he

s t ro n g He  be c a m e  t he  c ha m p io n  t o  t he  p o o r  a n d o p p r e s se d

In  o rde r  t o  pe r su a de  h im  t o  a ba n d o n  h is m e s s a ge a l l s o r 7  o f

sc he m e s like  b r ibe ry t o r t u re  a n d b a n is hm e n t  w e r e  u se d

spi te  a ll t he se  a b u se s n o n e  o f  his fo l lo w e rs  de se r te d Is la m 1n

622 AD M u ha m m a d re c e iv e d a  c o m m a n d f ro m  Go d t o  

g ra te  t o  Me din a a  c ity n o r t h o f  M e c c a Th is  e v e n t  w a s  so  

m e n t o u s t ha t  t he  Is la m ic  c a le n da r  be g in s  w it h t h is  m ig ra t io n

(h ijra h) In  Me d in a M u s l im s be c a m e  a  c o he s iv e  s o c ie t y M o r e

pe o p le  f ro m  e v e ry r e lig io n t r ibe  a n d ra c e  e m b ra c e d Is la m

Pe o p le  * o m  a l l p a r t s w e re  a f re c t e d by  t he  o u t s t a n d in g c ha r

t e r  a n d g ra c e  o f  t he  Pro ph e t

Te n  ye a rs a ft e r  t he  h ij ra h Pr o p he t  M u ha m m a d r e t u r n e d t o

M e c c a w it h a n  a r m y o f  10 00 0  m e n  u n de r  t he  s t r ic t  o rd e r  t h a t

n o  b lo o d w a s t o  be  s p ilL n o  re v e n ge  w a s  t o  be  t a ke n He  

s pe c tfu lly ro de  in t o  M e c c a  o n  t he  ba c k  o f  his c a m e l b o w in g so

t ha t  h is he a d n e a r ly re st e d o n  he r  n e c k Up o n  h is e n t e r in g t he

d ty he  t o ld it s  in ha b it a n t l sa y t o  yo u  w ha t  t he  Pr o ph e t

Jo se p h sa id t o  h is  b r o t h e rs T h is day n o  re p r o a c h be  c a s t  o n

y o u M a y  A lla h fo rg iv e  yo u Yo u  a re  f re e  :

The  fo llo w in g ye a r  in  t he  p i lg r im a g e  se a so n he  g a v e  h is  f a

w e ll se r m o n  in  w h ic h he  sa id  :

We  ha v e  p u t  t he  w a y s o f  ig n o r a n c e  b e h in d u s n o w We  m u s t

d r o p  a ll t ie s  w it h u su ry The re  is t o  be  j u s t ic e a n d n o  o n e

H is  M o r a l Cha r a c t e r is t ic s

He  w a s v e ry m o de st a n d n e v e r s p o ke  w it h fo u l w o rd s A n d w he n

he  w a s in  t he  p re se n c e  o f  o b sc e n ity he  w o u ld le a v e  a n d re bu ke

it  He  n e v e r  ra is e d h is v o ic e  o r  re a c te d to  a  ba d de e d in f lic t e d

u po n  h im  w it h a n o the r  ba d d e e d He  w a s  a lw a ys pa r do n in g a n d
fo r giv in g  He  n e v e r  t o o k re v e n ge  o n  a n yo n e  w ho  o pp re sse d
h im He  n e v e r  b ro ke  a n y  o f  Go d s c o m m a n dm e n t s w he n  f a c e d
w it h b n o  o p t io n s he  a lw ay s  p re fe n e d t he  e a s ie r  o n e  a s lo n g a s it

d id n o t  go  a ga in s t  Go d7 w ill He  w a s s u c h a  m o de st  pe rs o n  t ha t

he  w o u ld he lp  c o o k a n d c le a n  t he  ho u se He  o n ly t a lke d a bo u t

th a t  w h ic h concer ned h im He  t r e a t e d pe o p le  kin d ly  a n d m a de

t he m fe e l e a sy  in  his c o m pa n y He  w a s ge n e ro u s w it h w ha t e v e r

he  ha d He  w a s  v e ry  ba la n c e d  in  his  char act e If  he  sa t  w ith

so m e o n e he  w o u ld n e v e r  le a v e  be fo re  h is  g u e s t  le f t  him  f i r st  If

so m e o n e  ga v e  h im  a  ha rd t im e he  w a s pa t ie n t  w ith t he m

He n c e  e v e r yo n e  like d h is  c o m pa n y He  w a s v e ry  a f fe c t io n a t e

n e v e r  ha rsh o r  g re e dy He  n e v e r  a c c e p t e d p ra ise  e x c e p t  w ha t

w a s re a so n a b le

Re f o r m a t io n  o f  H is  So c ie t y
Pr o p he t  M u h a m m a d  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  m a n y  c ha n g e s  in  h is

s o c ie t y :

He  w a s a  c ha m p io n  fo r  e q u a l rig ht s  o f  w o m e n  ; he  re m o v e d

t h e  hu sba n dv b w n e r sh ip o f  t he  w ife He  e sta b lis he d t he  w

a n 7 r ight  t o  o w n  p ro pe r t y a s w e ll a s he r  Dg ht  t o  in he r ita n c e h e

de fe n de d he r  r igh t  o f  c ho o s in g o r  re fu si n g a  m a n  f o r  m a r r ia g e

He  be c a m e  a  p ro t e c t o r  o f  o r pha n s ; he  e s ta blis he d p ro pe r

t r e a t m e n t  fo r  t he m A c o m m o n  sa y in g o f  his w a s T h e  be s t

a n d w h it e r ic h o r  po o r A ra b o r  n o n A ra b The  t h in g t ha t  d is t in
w o r st  ho m e  is a  ho m e  in  w h ic h a n  o rp ha n  is m is t re a t e d : H

g u ishe s u s f ro m  o n e  a n o t he r  is p ie ty  ; t he re  s ha l l be  n o  m o r e  
ba de  t he  m is u se  o f  t he  in he r i ta n c e  o f  t he  o r pha n e n su r in g t ha t

pa ga n ism :
t he y w o u ld re c e iv e  w ha t  w a s r ig ht fu ïly th e i s w he n  t he y  a m e  o f

D u r in g t his t im e t he  fo llo w in g v e r se  w a s re v e a le d t o  h im  : T his 

a ge

da y ha v e l p e r fe c re d b r yo u yo u r r e lig jb n  o n d  c o m ) p le ted  M y lo v o r  
He  be c a m e  a n  e n v iro n m e n t a list Fo r  e x a m p l 已往 w a s his  p r

o n yo u  a n d  c ho se n  1o r yo u  Is la m  a s o r e hg io n (Qu r a n  5 : 3)
Tice  t o  a s s ig n a  m a n f r o m  a m o n g h is  c o m pa n io n s t o  c o lle c t a ll o f

Pro phe t  M u ha m m a d d ie d in  6 32 a n d b u r ie d in  M e d in a Sa u d i 
t he  t ra s h a t  c a m p in g s igh t s  w h e n  t he y  w e r e j o u r n e y in g

A ra b ia He  f o rba d e  t he  o v e r lo a d in g o f  a n y be a s t  o f  b u rde n He

p re a c he d m e rc ìfu ï t re a t m e n t fo r  a ll a n im a ls

He  t a u ght  h is fo llo w e r s to  lo v e  a n d re s pe c t  t he  n a t u r e a ro u n d

h  
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Is la m ,  Pr aye a n d t he  M o s q u e  
Is la m

A s yo u  w a lk in t o  a  m o s q u e y o u  m a y  be  im p r e sse d by  t he  a r
A ro u n d t he  ye a r  6 10  AD a  m a n  n a m e d M u ha m m a d w a s

c h ite c t u re  a n d t he  c a llig ra p h ic  de c o ra t io n  ba se d o n  t he  A ra b ic  
s p e n d in g t im e  a lo n e  in  t h e  c a v e  o f  H ira  w he r e  he  r e g u la r ly  

s c r ip t  o r  by t he  ligh t  a n d t he  sp a c io u sn e s s  o f  t h is  p la c e  w he re  t re a t e d f r o m  t he  b u st le  o f  t he  b u sy  t ra d in g t o w n  o f  M e c c a  t o

M u s lim s  ha v e  g a t he r e d fo r  c e n t u r ie s fo r  t he  fi v e  da i ly p r a ye rs  c o n te m p la t e  t he  m ys t e r ie s o f  life M u ha m m a d w a s  kn o w n  a s

a n d o t he r  re lig io u s  se r v ic e s The  Fr ida y  p r a ye r t he  o n e  t ha t  is t he  t r u s t w o r thy a m o n g s t  h is f r ie n d s a n d fa m ily  be c a u se  he

o p t io n a l fo r  w o m e n  a n d o b lig a t o ry  fo r  m e n  t o  p e r f o r m  in  t he  w a s  a lw a y s s in c e r e  a n d h o n e s t  in  h is de a lin g s w it h o t he r s It

m o s q u e is a  w e e kly c o n g re g a t io n a l p ra ye r  w h ic h in c lu de s a  w a s  t o w a r d t he  e n d o f  t he  lu n a r  m o n t h o f  Ra m a d a n d u r in g

se r m o n  (khu t be h) by  t he  im a m  a d d re s s in g s o c ia l iss u e s a s w e ll t he  n ig h t  t ha t  is  n o w  k n o w n  a n d c e le b ra t e d a s  t he  n ig ht  o f

a s d ire c t in g M u s lim s t o  a  v i r t u o u s life T he  im a m fo r  e x a m p le Po w e r w he n  t he  r e v e la t io n s o f  t he  Qu r  :  3n  be ga n  t o  be  t r a

re c it e s t he  fo llo w in g v e r se  f r o m  t he  Qu r a n  a t  t he  e n d o f  e v e ry  
m it te d t h r o u g h A r c ha n g e l Ga b r ie l t o  Pro p he t  M u ha m m a d He

se r m o n  : Su re ly A lla h e n jo in s t he  do in g o f  j u s t ic e  a n d t he  
c o n t in u e d to  r e c e iv e  t he se  re v e la t io n s fo r  t w e n ty th r e e  ye a r s

do in g o f  g o o d (t o  o t he r s) a n d t he  g iv in g t o  t he  k in s fo lk a n d He  
The  v e r s e s w e re  m e m o r iz e d a n d w r it t e n  d o w n w h ic h is t he

fo rb ids  in de c e n c y  a n d e v i l a n d re be llio n  ; He  a d m o n is he s yo u  

sa m e  Bo o k t ha t  M u s lim s re a d t o da y

In  a dd it io n  t o  t he  Qu r a n M u s lim s ha v e  t he  r e c o r d in gs o f  t he
t ha t  yo u  m a y  b e  m in dfu l :  (Qu r a n  1 6 : 90 ) 

Pr o p h e t 7 life t im e  a n d p ra c t ic e s  (Su n n a h) Th is  in c lu d e s s u c h

This  s m a ll b r o c h u r e  w il l h o p e f u lly  a n sw e r  q u e s t io n s y o u  m ay  t h in g s  a s t he  m a n n e r  o f  p ra y in g a n d a b ïu t io n t he  d e ta i ls  o n

ha v e  a bo u t  t he  r e lig io n  o f  Is la m ho w  it  b e g a n h o w  it  is  p r a c h o w  t o  pe r fo r m  t he  p i lg r im a g e a n d m a n y o t he r  p ra c t ic e s t ha t

t ise d t he  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  p ra y e r a n d t he  r o le  o f  t he  m o s q u e Illu s t ra t e  t he  be lie f  in  o n e  Go d The r e  a r e  a ls o  t he  sa y in g s  a n d

Ho pe f u lly it  w ill a lso  a ss is t  y o u  in  f e e lin g a  se n se  o f  p e a c e  a c t s  o f  t he  Pr o p he t  a s w it n e s s e d by  t he  p e o p le  o f  t he  t im e  t ha t

u n de r  t he  d o m e  o f  t he  m o s q u e  t ha t  ha s t ra d it io n a l ly  p r o v ide d ha v e  be e n  t ra n s m it t e d a n d r e c o r d e d Th e se  a r e  k n o w n  a s

a  s pa c e  fo r  c o m m u n a l p ra ye r
Ha d it h a n d s e r v e  a s  a  g u id e  o n  h o w  t o  liv e  t he  f a it h

Is la m  is  t he  la s t  o f  t he  t h re e  A b r a ha m ic  r e lig io n s p r e c e de d byIn  Is la m it is n o t  n e ce s s a r y  t o  be  in  a  m o s q u e  t o  p ra y s in c e  Go d 
Ju d a is m  a n d Ch r is t ia n it y It  is  a  r e lig io n  b a se d o n  re v e la t io n

is  n o t  c o n fi n e d t o  a  b u i ld in g a s Pr o p he t  M u h a m m a d sa id The  
t ha t  be lie v e s in  t he  On e  Go d a n d t he  g u id a n c e  r e v e a le d by

w ho le  e a r t h is  a  m o s q u e  :  Bu t  t he  t ra d it io n a l m o s q u e  c o n s is t s  
Him  t o  t he  p r o p h e t s Th e  p r o p h e t s  o f  Is la m  in c lu de  A b ra ha m

o f  a  d o m e d b u ild in g a n d a  m in a re t  f r o m  w he re  t he  c a ll t o  M o s e s So lo m o n Je s u s m a n y o t he r s a n d M u ha m m a d a ll o f

p ra ye r  is  pe r fo r m e d The r e  is  n o  a lt a r j u s t  t he  s im p le  s p a c e  t o  w h o m  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  t o  b r in g t he  m e s sa g e  t o  h u m a n k in d o f

p ra y  t o ge t he r  a n d o f t e n  a  n ic he  (m ih ra b) t o  in d ic a te  t he  d ir e c t he i r  c re a t io n  by  Go d a n d t he ir  e v e n t u a l r e t u r n  to  Him The

t io n  o f  M e c c a  w h ic h t he  fa it hf u l fa c e  in  p r a ye r O n e n e s s  o f  Go d (t a w h id) is ce n t r a l to  is la m




